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isthe ROM DELHI WENTY years in office have inured Congress leaders to callousness 
ne "i MaNcrmons Estate towards public criticism, however justified. Not only are they deter- 
ie mA Porricar Corres- mined to make hay while the Congress sun shines but have even the effron- 
Aca 3 ) : tery to sermon the people on probity and rectitude. It is, therefore, loo 
enn i READING much to expect that either the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Morarji Desai, 
owt BED Atorran . or the Congress President, Mr 8S. Nijalingappa, will be abashed by the 
(ation recent disclosures in Parliament, In. the forthright manner for 
of POVER LAGOON which he is famed Mr Desai has refused to see any unusuality in his 
say mI son continuing to get a princely sum—maybe not from the point of view 
Ip pe IREMAN of Congress leaders—from a private firm even after he had ceased to be 
n ai A CoRKESPONDENT mS oe in its employ. Nor does he, as a votary of Gandhian truth, think 
| i it unusual tO tel] Paliamentthat his sen had “severed connection 
| a | ae | with business” though at that time the son was drawing “a little over 
i sar Psi Rs. 4,000 per month” from the ‘firm. 


RES: That the matter has not been sent to the Privileges Committee of 
TakGRRING Lsrirre == ) Parliament exoneralés none. Even if the Speaker hed held otherwise, 
a baa ” any breac wrivilege ¢c Ort ly a small pari of the euilt, Ip | - 
TION. PEKING AND : y bre ch ol pri lege could f rm, only 4 small part of the guilt L some 
ns what similar circumstances a former Finance Minister had wailed in Parlia- 
A Gorresponpenr ~~ 3112 inent with unaccustomed modesty that he had become @ pauper in the service 
- Ag of the country and the members should not grodge if he gave his sons 
YS ea R his name, for that was the only legacy he was in a position to bequeath. 
ct FSTRA TO Bowrvia ; aK : ey 
aoe NS Normally, this is wnexceplionable, but suspicion grows if an indifferent 


i. IN BENGALI son suddenly acquires a repytation for efficiency and what not in the shady 
BEPERASAD SEN GUPTA .. } warld of business as soon as his father becomes a minister. Mr Desai may 
PUATHSHEBA be a doting father and have any opinion about his son ; but the people 

Baya Sexnar Ray ad | will require much more than bis word for it to beli¢ve that a firm whose 

1A ~* | business practices have compelled even the Congress Government to initiate 
| ‘ ca some form of enquiry should have retained a former employee “on a monthly 
HAL remuneration of Rs, 2,050 only” if he did not happen to be the Deputy 


z = Prime Minister's son. Mr Desai himself has admitted that his son was 
Mitor : Samar Sen getting this amount not for any work but for the “valuable service rendered” 

"Ay Monexs Inna Press, when he was an employce of the firm and also for not disclosing anything 
ite pen Mutisce SQvuans, about the transactions done’ during his period in office, Was it because 
i. 


S ANU TUPLISnED HY SAMAL alt 7 rie » wre a law oer s,s 
a Be aloer Las Ciccurta.t3 Mr Desai’s son could squeal that he was paid by the firm for three whole 





years > But the Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter’s high sense Of copybook morality 
wopears 10 Be flexible enough not to 
regard ices such, And, who knows 
how mary lose relatives of Ministers 
and other digpitaties are gelling paid 
by private firms foy their “valushle 
service? 

lt is nol the sOny alone who are pros- 
pering. Mr Nijalingappa has taken 
care Lo see that the sons-in-law donot 
feel neglécted. His son-in-luw, a puruior 
IAS officer, has been appointed the 
Mysore Government's trade agent m 
Londen in supersession of the clams 
Of his. senior colleagues, Mr Nuya- 
lingapoa is notoa member of Partia- 
ment and could nov, therefore, enligh- 
ten the House on how brilliant the 
son-in-law. is. From published fe- 
ports it is not clear whether the ap- 
pointment was made when the. father- 
in-law wis the ‘hief Minister of 
Mysore; there nity he undisclosed rea- 
sons why the Cotigress President closed 
shop as chief minister orly after pub- 
lic protest aeainst his holdme the two 
posts Simuliancously had become too 
strident: to! be Tenored: The present 
Chief Minister is Me Nijalingappa‘s 
chosen man, and im will not be: any 
extenuation tf the appointment was oot 
made im the father-in-law’s tmic. Sig- 
nificantly, the Mimister of State for 
External Affairs; Mr B. R. Bhagat, 
could say nothing in Parliament ity sup- 
port of the appointment, A way out 
may be to abolish the post, as My 
Bhigat has hinted; this will undo one 
mischief! only bit not eliminate job- 
bery. On ‘the other hand, Mr Niya- 
lingappa may be encouraged in con 
lining to exercise bis “political pre- 
ropative’ to secure benefits for hum 
self and men of his choice by the 
stow. defence by Mr Bhagat of the 
granting Of a diplommhic passport to 
him for visiting Japan. The invitation 
had come from a private organisation 
in Tokyo when Mr Nijalingappa was 
Mysore’s Chief Minister and he tas 
availed himself of it when he ceased 
fo be so. As the mvyifation was nor 
renewed ufter he became the Congress 
President, Mr Nijalingappa, in all pro- 
bability, visited Japan as a self-imvited 
wwest, The traditional Japanese court- 
ecy LY have overlooked this. irréeu- 
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larity; but the Government of India 
took gun additional precaution by tssu- 
ing tum a diplomatic passpor and 
ranting lum an undiscldsed amount 
of foreign exchange 10 givé this intr 
sion upon Japanese hospitality a phony 
respectability. Parhaps the (Govern- 


Strange 


Irrespective of bow things turn out 
in Vietnam, the dangerous Years are 
only beginning for the American nation. 
The Republican National Conyention 
is assembling over this weekend. Ac- 
cording tO most present indications, 
the shop-worn Richard Nixon. will 
triumph at the Convention; all the 
Rockefeller zeal—backed by all the 
Rockefeller money—wil be of no 
avail’: tbe delegates will oot change 
ther mind at this, the eleventh hour. 
The Democratic Converition too i 
scheduled to meet later in the month 
m Chicago. There too, it seems the 
Establishmentwallas will sueceed in 
bulldozing Hubert Humphrey's candi- 
dacy for President, and Bugene MeCar- 
thy’s Jong, heroie trék since Novyent 
ber will come to nought, Barring a 
series Of miracles between pow and the 
end of the month, tbe American nation 
will. therefore, be Ieft with a Habson’s 
choice: Paleface J will be nominated 
to give battle to Paleface Tf. Cirche 
will compete with cliche, and the his- 
fory and the excitement of the last 
few months will be réduced to total 
irrelevance. Of course, from the side- 
lines. George Wallace. the racist from 
Alabama, doubling up as the Cham- 
pion of States’ rights, sill provide 
divertissement Of a sort uy November, 
but that will merely aggravate the 
darkness of the choice. 


And yer the electorate is leaving no 
doubt at all us to where its predilec- 
tions lie, For opmign polls ‘show 
their verdict: aniwngst the Republicans, 
the people would prefer Rockeleller 
fo Nixon. and amongst the Democrats, 
in: the people’s, preference McCarthy 
far outtistances the incumbent Vice- 
President, This is thus a strange 
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election indecd. -one in ‘Wh 
sentiments ot the. electorate imal] 
For both parties. the dé 
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the rank arid file of the supp mM from 
Fammuny Hill-type bosses Wa bac), 
doctor the a mposition of Ne Verne, 

vations and nullify the wishe it he 
late at the grassroots, For w) B wade: 
which has muade 6 fetish of & hs 
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fysnilly an abet 
Wn its parcel 
nnoat have aie 
he Opeasigiiy Wimepen Seaclly i going on, or can 
t the tral Tes, af the Paris talks on Viet- 
ius -as lone y P these who are melined to 
7 | eel) des for the stalemate 
Win well to recall that the talks 
Mringed specifically to: discuss 
Panihenil end to the American 
meu North Vietnam, But the 
nama have made it clear that this 
ii subject they want to discuss 
Pav ol harping on “reciprocal res- 
Hebi tts had at any time been 
WMI ad an item for considera- 
dilvitig the current tulks, Wuite 
Pin this unashamed vislation 


W Progress In Paris 
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te objectionable at any time. 
Mwenyine suggestion that the 
fom side has shown any signifi- 
Mimint tas nothing to do with 
Sie territorial exemption from 
tombin ordered by President 
Bi his been maremal and has 
Pie than offset by the intensi- 
Sea! the raids On tnexempted 
m well as the ferocry of the 
eet cn the people of South Viet 
i a hopeless bid (oO punish the 
ie «= Besiles, there can never 
Vguestion of reciprocity between 
tressorand his victim; by accep- 
Me pricciple of “reciprocal res- 
F the North Vietnamese and the 
mp cm only place themselves 
fesime footing as the aggressors. 
Pm, OF course, tive to believe 
ren a nhiow of “restraint” by the 
m Vitinanes¢ and the Vietcong 
mB iducs the Americans to scale 
ee war, Washington has gone 
bipun ail ite uricdertakines, includ- 
Pe ote lo discuss an uncondinonal 
Phe bombing, and there is little 
mw hope that the bombing would 
bpord even if its demand for “re- 
m wery met As Mr Xuan Thuy 
mf md: “Althoogh there have 
m mcker attacks on Saigon for 
guth who will (iphimlrerks. the Americans maintain 
will tren be tougementives.” "Washington will al- 
nerican society. Bae? nding EXCUSES for not 
4s it, as Hou sowele me OF sculina down its aALLACKS. 
mor Clark Chifferd’s recent 
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moderate shift in American policy, bat 
any hopes that might have been raised 
were blighted by Mr, Jofinsen’s bell. 
cose Statement after. his talks with Mr 
Nevyen Van Dhiey at Honolulu. And 
Mr Johnson stepped wp his. bellicusity 
by his warning last week that the U.S. 
attacks could be further stepped up. 
Flanol’s response to this threat ol fur- 
ther escalation has been charactenstic 
of its-resolve, “No maller whal wea- 
pons they use agaist us,” said the 
North Vietnamese Party journal Nhan 
Dan, “nothing can save them”. Per- 
haps “they” woo realize this to some 
extent, and the increasing signs of con- 
fusion in American policy, despite Mr 
Johnson's tough postiires, could be 
partly due to this realization, 


pe. Now Thailand ? 


Only a few months back American 
ouicials in Bangkok Were radiating 
confidence. Al) the talk about Thai- 
land becoming a ‘second Vietnam’ wus 
laughed off. The Thais, they asserted, 
were not likely to take Mao's patty. 
A hard-headed realist in’ Thailand, 
however, warned in June last year, 
“I've servedin both Viemam and That 
land and I'll tell you that things: look 
far worse here today than they did in 
Saigon in 1960." By their recent at- 
tack on the huge air base of Udorn, 
guerillas of the Thailand Patriotic Front 
vindicated the pessimist Official while 
shattening the smijg confidence of the 
others, 

With this onslaught on the Udorn 
air base the guerilla war in Thailand, 
already two years old, attuined a new 
height. In Victnam in 1960 sterillas 
of the National Liberation Front en- 
gaged omy in’ small-scale hit-and-run 
attacks and ambush of army patrols. 
Commando raids deep int heavily 
defended air bases like Udorn were 
at that time out of the question. Du- 
ritig the recent raid the Thai guerillas 
penetrated deep into the base and 
damaged aircraft worth several million 
dollars swith a minimum toss of their 
own. 

More than the loss in terms of 
aircraft and soldiers the blow at Udorn 
has upset the stratevic calculation of 



































































American special war experts, Con 
trary fo the helef initially fostered, 
the half-a-dozen U.S. air bases in Thal- 
dnd have not been built simpy to 
cater to the needs of the Vietnam war, 
They were conceived us dependable 
Operationnl centres against Outbreak 
Of gueriia war in some Juture cate, 
Pher argument ran like tha: When 
in February 1969 American. imnarines 
landed m Vietnam the only existing 
dir buses of mmporlance were Saigon 
and Bien Hoa, During the next one 
und fall year the Americans were tn 
pagel m building and delendmy the 
huge buses of Chu Lai, An Khe and 
Cum Kanh and remodelling those of 
Da Naty and Phu Bai, ‘This pesiod 
gave the Victtamese commurists an in 
Valuable breathing space dunng which 
they could bud up thew forees un- 
Gisturbed.. In short the Americans in 
Viethum suffered because landing: of 
treaps was not preceded by establish- 


mcnt of bases. Hence the niverse 
process wus followed ‘in Thailand 
riant wur bases at Udorn, Nakhon 


Phangm, Ubon, Korat and Takhi and 
the dero-favul complex at U Tapao 
were established before the guerilla war 
assumed menacing proportions, But 
belying all this calculation, guerilla 
warfare has spread to 29 of Thailand's 
fl chingwats, or provinces, The 
presence of 600 aircraft and 43,000 
U.S, troops, brutal repression and 
nepilm bombing have failed to sup- 
press the people's striggic. The raid at 
Udorm only dramatically underscores 
this failure. 

But there is perbups no end tothe 
inventive genius of the Thai  pulers 
When if is a question of deluding one- 
self. Lnmediately after the raid the 
Thaj Atmyy discovered that the mid- 
ing puerillas were all Vietniimese com- 
mussioded by Ho Chi Minh. How this 
startling Fact was revealed was nidt 
however Stated, Possibly the blood 
Of the dead gucnihis was of the Viee 
namesé prow! Neither was it elear 
how a band of Vietnamese guerilias 
could get into Thailand ¢rossing strai- 
chtawuy the State of Laos with alll ity 
claborate border defence, {[t must 
have been o clear ease of hop pyer 
Laos, step sf Po Pan hills, and jump 
at Udorn! The commeal side apart, 
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this charge against North: Vietnam is 
breathtakingly audacious, coming as tt 
does fyom a country from where 80% 
of the US bombers start thei miurand- 
ing missions agamst North Vietnam. 


Nothing Like Culttire 


Not many within this country may 
have heard of the Indian Couneil for 
OCulliral Relations, though it was re- 
cénily reported that (he Council had 
succeeded! in steadily stepping up ifs 
expenditure over the past few. years. 
Phat not much is Known abou! its 
wwrk is not, of course, necessarily a 
measiire of its performance; the pela- 
tons i seeks lo promote are, after 
all) with other lands und peoples, And 
that, too, at such en wmwideterminate 
level as the cultural. That is perhaps 
why there is not much evidence of the 
Couneil’s exertions in the wider world 
either. But we could be wrong. or 
perhaps do nor know where to look; 
there must be something the Council 
spends its money on, According to 
the latest Press report, the LCCR’s jacti- 
vities include the publicahon of jour- 
nals, financing of cultural delegations 
and organization of cultural exchanges 





by the award of scholarships, There 
ire so many delegations and exchange 
scholars—cullural) and other—cons- 
lantly sweeping across all parts 0i 
ihe globe than it is difficult to be sure 
which or who is financed by whom. 
The TCCR cannot be blamed for this 
confusion. As for its journals, midst 
copits are distribuied free im the woe- 
ful absence of buyers and are, like 
most other free Isterature, perhaps pul 
uses Olher than reading, let alone 
preservauion, Jt is therefore hardly 
likely (hal one would come across amy 
of these im libraries Or private studies. 

All this, we suppose, is in aid of 
“projecting” India’s cultural image 
abroad; The Ministries, of External 
Affairs and of Information. and Broad- 
casting are feverishly engaged in this 
projection game ; the Council, which 
is presumably a creation of the Minis- 
try of Edneation (or of the late un- 
lamented Ministry of Scientific Resear- 
ch and Cultural Affaies?). lends a 
helping hand. Should one consider 
guch duplication wasteful, if not the 
whole exercise unmecessary, one had 
better brush up one’s Farkinson, be- 
sides, culture has possibilities other 
than 2a Parkinsonian proliferation ot 
jobs: If you #re fa a position. te 
offer free tnps to India lo. some care- 
fully selected people in other countnes, 
you cat) legitimately expect if return 
occasional invitatlons to visit theirs, 
And if the people you invite are also 
pawerful in the cultural racket, you 
toy may hope 10 be recognized by 
them as aman of culture. Why, you 
might even become known as a man of 
icarning. There's oothing easier than to 
go and lecture a foreign auchence on 
Indian culture; if you choOse aspects 
(teal or imaginary) of this amorphous 
subject your audience has never heard 
of you will be known as a man of great 
scholarship, and if you confine your- 
self to. Vague generalities you will be 
admired for your philosophical vision 
and wisdom. Culture has rewards 
which are sometimes denied even io 
polities, It is, therefore, idle to ex- 
pect that investment in bodies like 
the ICCR wil be reduced—not 50 
long as a few are in a position to make 
investments with funds provided by 
all and keep the returns ta themselves. 
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View from Delhi 


From A PouiricAL CORRESPOM 


| N this aur capital of umptced) 

rackets, the Fourth Ea 
among the bigger vested Intersil 
jute and cement strings tope;ney 
the requirements of the cold wi 
tended to make it so, We call 
Unreal Estate or the Dull 
Estate, The contours of ig 
were etched clearey by the com 
strike in the gewspaper indus@ 
the one-<iav token strike on Ii 
The only significant section tii} 
legsed on July 29 was the sup 
min caste ealléd the Speck @ 
pondents, including those of ii 
Establishment. Special corel 
ship in New Delhi was once @ 
mism for ventinloguism, Nowe 


means the slimy contacimag) irnalist 
licendes amd permits, the Cie errr 
stooge paring with vital iia The om 


ie Kill. 


in‘ return for duty-free whisky 
honorary PROs for the Gt Beit and 
in retarm for fringe benefits IRR Che 
“UESCU flat Or «all ATR thts f ihe uni 
The caste that used the work pisjourn: 
nalists’ movement and its level Merviiilists 
the Press barons to climb (ie m™ the 
now looks shocked at the upd as, 


talk ef wage boards and (oken ch P: 
Ar no Ume were the Pressg ¥ 
si), jittery as they were list WOR journ: 
the strike going strong im Nowy wot st 
Bombay and Calcutt I } fj 


luive endéd in a resounding 


for journalists ancl non-jill atin 
but the Right Communist Rae ec sine 
of the workine journalist) ii Jed by 
trying (6 make politics oil ; 

issue, just because the wnt Been 


non-journalist employees lng 
be led by Mr S. ¥. Kolhatkas 
CPI(M). 


j As fore 


Tiled fbuc 


During the Lok Sabha dij the 
on the strike, Mr N, Dance mvc 
Switantra Partly saw in it a9 PB R. 
conspiracy by the Commiurtintei He of su 
out the news from zechoy Lyi tebe | 
One wished it were true. Itai 
one Of the tragedies of thi tly 


journalists’ movement that Say 


AUGUST }j 








ein the form of junkets abroad 
Bmitioned the: lection process 
mational level to put the Mos- 
irs in key positions. Any exe- 
Whdwever fairly elected, hud al- 
hot of noniinating a few 
lining Communists or fellow- 
io make the leadership a 
He factor to the patron samfts. 
Beider When the talks reached a 
Maire here last week, the jour- 
MP yepresentatives are reported to 
Higgested to the Press barons 
pf could raise the price of the 
mer io be able to pay higher 
i The familiar préprietor’s: arm: 
Biltut his incapacity to pay even 
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began getting tough and the 
end ef negotiations went 
ihe employees, The journal 
Milership might have reason to 
her jts achievement by the way 


jow i oi 
Now us ipiback it secured for the mon- 
Cat Aili! cmplovees, But it was a 
the cmb 


W vime alright. 

My employers sre now ot for the 
ail) The pattern has been decided 
Bid it seems it would be a series 
Beesnits in the name of settlement 
me init level. How long ean the 
Bhurnalist staff hold on with the 
imallsts” leadership selling {hem 
Othe river? 
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Mol summoned the courage to act 
me tis for the simple reason that 
Imnot antasonise the Press barons 
Haim that they are united for the 
fine ind would not be black- 
ma by anybody now, 


myence 
m forecast in these columns, the 
Griboch team did ask for an Inven- 
Hol the Sovict arms supplies to 
i, though New Delhi thas been 
Ming that it was asked or given. 
1B R. Bhagat’s contention that de- 
of such talks cannot be disclosed 
hb technically valid. But to be 
HB iie Americans ¢an get the fisure 
my from the Soviets if it: were 
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needed for caleulating the quantum 
of aid cut for India. Everything points 
tO a convergence Of smper-Power inter 
ests on the sub-contittent and to that 
extent the mandeuvrability of both 
India and Pakistan is lost. The total 
value of the aid the two countries on 
the sub-continent would get from the 
tw super-Powers together would not 
be yarrible whatever the permutations 
and combimations tn Our foreign policy. 
The talk of manoeuyrability is there- 
fore meaninoless, 
¥ * 

A commentary appearing in Pravda 
is simificant , The Soviet commenta- 
tors attack on the Jana Sangh and 
the Swatantra Party is not over their 
attempt to undermine lndo-Seviet 
friendship but their designs against 
India’s policy of  non-alienment. 
India’s foreien policy, as practised, 
appears most acceptable to the Soviet 
Government and even Mr Dange who 
wanted it followed a little more sincere- 
ly would seem lo be wrong, What is 
more significant is the commentator’s 
reluctance to attack the PSP and the 
SSP who were as critical of the Soviet 
arms sale fo Pakistan as the two right: 
ist parties: There appears to be a 
studicd effort to floss Over the anti- 
Sovietism of the two socialist parties. 
There is also 4 deliberate attenmmt to 
overlook the CPI(M)’s position against 
any socialist country giving arms to 
any country except to fight imperial- 
ism. 

co tf 

Mr Y B Chavan’s cryptic statement 
in Parliament that the Nagi Reddy 
communists and their plans to form a 
third commmmnist party are being wat- 
ched is by itself insignificant and can be 
dismissed as the routine answer to a 
routine question. 

But Mr Nagi Reddy's call on 
August 2 for a return to the Telengana 
line and hint 6f return to armed strup- 
gle puts Mr Chavan’s remark in pers- 
ectiveE, 

Mr Nagi Redéy’s contention is that 
the all-India leadership of the CPI 
called off the Telengana strugele with- 
out consulting the party cadres. All 
that is a bit of forgotten history now. 
Even the Andhra communist leader- 
ship was stampeded into calling off 
























































the armed struggle all because the all- 
India leadership had to suborn its own 
strategy to Moscow’s interests. Cald 
war replaced class struggle in Mos- 
cow's armoury and that culminated in 
the betrayal of a movement ih India. 
To recall a bit of history, the Andhra 
communists have been the custodians 
of what has now come to be récogni- 
sed as the Mavist line even before the 
People’s Republic of China came into 
being. The Telenguna struggle had 
begun in 1946, before India’s 
independence, during P, C Joshi’s 
eriod of “right reformism” and con- 
tinued through Mr B, T, Ranadive's 
period of “left scctananism”™, So when 
Moscow directed suspension Of the 
strugele the CPI’s leadership had an 
unplicasant task to pérform. A Teso- 
lution of the Centra! Conimittee in 
May 1951 said that while the party - 
had to make suggestions on tactics it 
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could not decide on Or ¢all olf the 
pedple’s struggle, that the decision 


wis wo to the peaple of Telengana, 
and that the party wanted Lo’ profect 
them and their hard-won gains, It 
was apologetic in its tone, “At the 
same time the CC wishes to state that 
it is prepared to solve the problem by 
negotiatiotis and scttlement ond inten- 
ds to preserve atid protect the interests 
of the peasantry and the people and 
io restore peaceful conditions in the 
area”. On October 22, 1951 & state- 
ment on behalf of the Central Com- 
mittee and the Andhra Pradesh Com- 
mittee said they had decided “to ad- 
vise the Telengana peasantry and the 
fightme partisans to stop all ipartistan 
actions and to mobilise the entire puo- 
ple for an effective participation in 
the ensuing general clection to rout 
the Congress at the poll.” 


August 4, 1968 


For FRONTIER readers in 
West India «an contact 
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The Jormer U.K. Conservative 
Prime Minister, Sir Alec Deuglas 
Home, fold a party rally on 
Saturday, his pariv would try to 
restore Britain's presence In the 
Persian Gulf and Singapore aj 
rethimed ta power, 

‘ “A 
Sir Alec Douglas Home called 
on Friday night for a new West- 
ern déjlerce pact, inéludine Japan, 
fo felp preserve peace in South- 
fast Asia opainet any threat 
from China. 


—The Times of Indta, Monday 


July 22, 1968 


pHs spake Sir Alec Douplas 

Home. the not so gallant knight 
of the Vanishing British Empire. It 
is becoming clearer with every passing 
day that the dichard racists and neo- 
imperialists are itching for a full-scale 
come-back to their former colonies. 


In some cases, paradoxically. ther 
interests in the exploitation of the 


natural resources Of these has in- 
creased manifold after their pull-put, 
The national bourgeoisie, which has 
taken over the might to exercise the 
direct political power, is closely col- 
luboniting with the former rulers of 
the colonies. 

Sir Alec Douglas Home’s concert 
for the preservation of peace in South- 
Bast Asia is. very touching. Te is 
bound to strike some very sympathe- 
tic chords in many Asian breasts. 
is NOt irrelevant to tell here that Sir 
Alee’s party Is opposed to the wse of 
force aguinst the legal white regime 
of Rhodesia, where a white minority 
has usurped power and imposed a 
fascist rile on the majority of the 
indigenous black population. But 
this inequity has not in the slichtest 
injured the conception of “democracy” 
in the minds of men like Wilson and 
Douglas Home, Nor do men ike 
Douglas Home seeé a threat to peace in 
this more than blatant situation. 

The racists in order to carry on their 
exploitation of the resources of South: 


Fast Asia have now invented a threat 
from China, The American Secretary 
of State, Mr Dean Rusk, in the words 
of Walter Lippmann, “in his cele- 
brated press conference’ of October 
12, 1967 had ict the white cat out of 
the bug. Mr Rusk had clarified that 
America’s: real purpose in the Vietna- 
mese War is to prevent a billion Red 
Chinese armed with nuclear weapons 
from. «dominating the other billion 
AS1a1is. 

In this perspective, it would be 
foolish to overlook the recent talks in 
New Della: conducted by the high- 
powered U.S, delegation under the 
leadership of Mr Nicholas Katzenbach, 
the U.S, Uneer-Secretary of State, The 
delegation’ which by its composition 
looked liked quite an army, had high- 
level or “low-level” periodic exchanges 
of views “agreed upon by India and 
the U.S. to promote a better under- 
standing of the two. countries’ approa- 
ches to various world problems.” 

Among the members of the top-level 
delegation at least three members 
caught the cye; Mr Edward Hamilton 
of America’s National Security Council, 
Mr Helmut Sannenfeldt, director of the 
office of research, Soviet Affairs ; Mr 
Harold Jacobson, director of the office 
of intelligence and research, Asian 
attains, 

i you still do not feel perturbed und 
no bell rings in your mind, you are 
surely some kind of nut. Yes, “non- 
alignment” has turned out to be a 
ereat hoax, for row it means nothing 
but equal subservience to the Bie Pow- 
ers. In the Jong mim or perhaps, in 
the short run, where this ballyhooed 
and hypocritical policy of non-align- 
ment will lead the country and its 
poverty-stricken and -problem-ridden 
people is not difficult to visualise, 
Capitalism, when in difficulties; always 
ines to solve its problems by war. 

The Johnsons, the Rusks, the Dou- 
gias Homes, the Wilsons may, after all, 
be partly right in their assumption that 
the whole wide world is peopled by 
gullible. fools, or, at least, some parts 
Of the world seem to be peopled by 
crafty fools! And fools, as the say- 
ing goes, rush in where even angels 
fear to tread. And crafty fools rush 
in at double speed, 
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Storm Over Lago 
og es the t 
S expan 
max for th 
mics slic 
MP HE Kerala Pradesh Conwessiiieiited 
mittee is shouting itsolf hoummmmeress. || 
the assignment of a hondredagMunists 
panse of Jagoon called Veluthiii i wo © 
about a dozen miles to the same like 
Cochin port, This issue has heme WE at 
bed as a “life and death ill 6c 
Kerala” by the KPCC Presiden 
self und a satyagraha by ¢ Hileged. 


RAM]! 


volunteers before jhe Aleppy DDE assi¢ 
Collector's Olfice js on. Apaiieparty 
this, with the help of the particg ag the © 
a campaign against the United ie dicipa 
Government is being sought @ ROultriat! 
whipped wp on lines similar] mene 
preliide of the ‘liberation siiceente: 
1958. And behind the sco im ! 


Bunder \ 
atcTs | 
B were 


tactics of the Coneress. foadeng 
no doubt that this to then tel 
a life-and-death political rit 


The Congress acitators jssiien, 
i the Jagoon is reclaimed the 9a Ressme| 


of livelihood of thousands of Gis me Tye 


who bave heen dependent on RED to 
generations would be gone (eA) which 
and they. would be plunged ing faction, 


less penury, and that this crime coco 
the poor fishermen has been I Dim inte 
trated by the Marxist Minister, @ fim NV 
K..R. Gouri, to pander to the iT, 75 01 


of a handful of clements in herg paeres | 
The facts as revealed in om im past. - 


spot check-pp are: The Vela 
Kayal is an inlet from a vast 
of backwaters. During normal! 
it is very shallow, the depth nat 
ing more than one and ‘a jal] 
It is by no means a fishing ured 


Micality, 
, Hum 
al ment 

Bm he was 
He is in 
ramen. 


uny magnitude though poe gaeess Go 
across stray fish there, as in angy ! Laos 
Or in any overflow of water, & fio be 
urea there are 53 families of fiche C to 
Most of the menfolk ore emp » This | 
of the Dock Labour Bond i Ge You! 
Port. The women and childtail B actic 
profitable occupation in the shim Pipyeenit. 
port industry, working in the pees tiey 


mr ones 


Bo cordo 


section of shrimp processing {Ho 
There are only 3] people then 


whom fishing is a part-time ocouy sores « 
The assignment of the inlet dag ae were 


prevent them from carvying onl 
a few hundred yards away foal 


e soupe. 
merece Ty) 
: Md tric 
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im buckwalers stretch in a vast 
Se, 
i the assumment, Taluq office 
Binw iat Congressmen have 
most. The break-up is : 
10: Muslim League 7; Left 
9; Richt Communists 4 
iD eeh ior followers of other 
tthe the RSP, KSSP etc, Fur- 
| Basiignces include 
sue communities and ot just 
imeemminity Of the Minister alone, 


E r 


ik : | 
ertil||! 


= ; 
77 


i'n 
Biinment was supervised by 
my popular committee int 
ie Congress, however, refused 
Mepate, 
iiition of shallow backwaters 
Breuiitiral purposes has hee 
spied policy of aj] govern- 
h Kerala. During Congress 
ae Mr R. Shankar, stretches of 
Pre yanging from 100 to 2,000 
me ussizned to individuals. 
‘the beneficiaries used to be 
amen or Coneress supporters 
Mency clements at that—who 
mio sccure vast acres of such 
hich have ereat potential for 
Hon, especially of the rich cash 
Bunut. 
mMtresting to note that Mr 
| u Kerala Congress 
mone worlhy who secured 
Hee under such nssignments tp 
Another retired captain in 
ity, who sought to corner a 
Humber of acres under this 
fit scheme, did not get any 
lewis neither landless nor poor, 
Ms in the tray now against the 
ment. fn the past. under the 
BGOvernment, such assignmen- 
mis: 16 the fandiess and poor 
Phe thin guises for bie vested 
i corer povermment land 
hig has. not worked now. 
Youth Cyneoress launched a 
mection campaign against the 
ent. Failing to get loval vol- 
pley brought yolunteers from 
i iear and tried to break the 
gordon that had been fluny on 
Gores of the lagoon, The local 
Wim Hot interested in being 
Sipepoats Of a political pame. 
Baenaries Came i cars and bus- 
ied to force their way through 
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members: 
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the. police cordon onts the lagoon in 
order to uproot the markines that had 
been set up to define the -Eoredises 
of each assignee. The police chased 
them off. Only the minimum force 


was employed and there was no in-— 


jury, no broken bones, no latht charge. 
Yel it is evident that the Congress and 
ifs newspapers prepared their story 
im advance. Front-page space was 
reserved for this by the leading 
papers. And there was great dis- 
appointment that no firing had taken 
place. The KPCC president, then af 
Calicut and in touch with a newspaper 
office, became GHended when the re- 
porters from: Ernakulam refused to 
state that there had been firing. Yet 
he gave oul a statement that Youth 
Congress leaders had been beaten black 
and blue and were in hospital, The 
“hospitalised” Youth Congress presi- 
dent could be seen going ‘about hale 
und active in Ernakulam the next 
morning, Yet the Youth Congress 
high command in Delhi passed. resolt- 
lions condemning police atrocities im 
Veluthuli. Lying statements based 
On pire fabrications and threats of 
popular action came out in a torrent 
from, the KPCC president and others. 
The KPCC met in Ermakulam and 
formally took over command of the 
‘struggle’ from its Youth Congress 
wing. The salyagraha before the 
Aleppy Collectorate began. 

And that supreme Gandhian and ex- 
rice dealer. Mr T, O. Bawa, the Pra- 
desh Congress president, in one of 
his series of statements has claimed 
that advocate Sadasivan Pillay. who 
took part in the demonstration before 
the Aleppy Collectorat¢, has been so 
beaten up by the police that he is on 
the pomt of déeath—an  altempted 
murder by the police of the Commu- 
nist Ministry. Dectors from Tri- 
vandrum, experts, who checked up 
have certified that Mr Pillay has seri- 
ous ailments but his condition is in 
no way due to physical assault. This 
is no nroof for the Congress president 
or the party: Like Veluthulli, Pilley 
is another step in the escalation of the 
liberation, struggle. 
does not di¢ he would be doing the 
ercatest disservice to democracy and 
tre edo; ii], 


And if Mr Pilley | 
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The Fireman 


Ry A CorrespONDENT 


NHE recent firemen’s. strike. on the 

South Central Railways has not 
made the public uny wiser about the 
problem. The reaction of the common 
man’ to the stnke was tot friendly, 
and the pointed announcements by the 
Government of Indiq about food sup- 
plies tt) Kerala Keine disrupted by the 
strike, ercated the impression that fire- 
men were “playing with the lives of 
ordinary people. The general report- 
ing in the Press too wis confined to 
the demand of the firemen for a maxi- 
mum duty period of [2 hours, without 
really geing into what this demand 
means vis-a-vis the present arrange- 
mont, Also, there was qnite o lor of 
mratuitous comment on tha necessity of 
immedinte resumption of duties, the 
dislocation. the inconvenience: to, the 
eeneral public, the loss to the railway 
exchequer &e. As the problem itself 
was not stated, the people have had no 
idea how gennine the erievarce of the 
firemen is, and the relevance of the 
actual gonditions of their service to the 
whole problem of safety on the 
railways, 

The period of rest that the engine 
crew can vet is-at present based on the 
total honors of “romning duty” they 
perfonn. For ifstance. affer 10 hours 
of running duty, the driver is expected 
4 tell the trafic control that he and his 
firemen should be relieved when they 
complete the twelve hours. But the 
“running duty” hours are counted from 
ihe time the train leaves the yard and 
fill reaches the destination yard. 
The time taken im preparing the engine 
im the shed (it would take hours to 
steam up during the whole of which 
period the firemen are constantly at 
work on the ¢naine), and Ister in the 
vard before the train actually leaves. 
and at the destination point in taking 
the engine from the yard to the shed 
this period often exceeding four to five 
hours—4s nat counted as period on 
duty for the purposes of rest. A tram 
mifht have taken only twelve hours on 
the run between two yards or junction 
points. but nearly four to five extra 


heurs might have been spent by the 
crew On the cieime. For example, if 
a train is scheduled to Teuve station A 
at 0.45 hours, the engine has ty, leave 
the shed at 00.00 hours. ‘The crew 
should report at the shed at 23:15 
hours. After the efigine comes to the 
line, it may take another one and a half 
hours to start, ewing 10 defy in form- 
ing the train amd creating vacuunt, 
The craw would therefore bave spent 
three hours on dutv even helore: the 
train started. But though they have 
heen working since the moment they 
‘sloned on the actimal reckoning or 
their duty period starts only from tht 
point. Again, after reaching the desti 
nation, about 30 minutes will be taken 
in taking the engine to the shed, and 
another 30 in Jookine the éngme over 
for running repairs. So the effective 
lime spent on duty in this case (assum- 
ing that the actual run had taken only 
twelve hours, 
usual delays) is as much as 16 hours, 
As the crew is entitled to a rest of 6 
hours after 12 hours of running duty, 
they will actually get 8 hours’ rest 
after working Jor abour 16 to 18 hours. 
The situation is even worse with goods 
trains, for..as a matter Of practice on 
the Indian Railways, the crew of these 
trains invariably wark for abou 7 
hours. conlinuousty before they eet a 
spell of 8 hours’ rest. What the fire- 
men demanded was that the period. of 
12 hours duty should be counted From 
the time they sign on to the time the 
sien off (and not, as at present, from 
the time the train actueily starts, or 
the engine moves from the vard). 


Hard Work 

The oenieral nublic is almost always 
unaware Of the crew of a tram. except 
of course when there is an acemdent, 
when the blame ts put squarely on their 
choulders. It is odd that almost always 
(he drivers are blamed for their care- 
lessness (or more recently, for their 
calloustiess), though invariably they are 
the first to get killed in railway aecci- 
dents. The fireman's job, though not 


there heing no other 


as conspicuous us the driver sa 
4 very strenuous and highly skill 
in other words, in spite of at 

(o the contrary, the fireman tm 
ost tO shovel cod] mito the 
Nol merely is he continuously a 
stoking the éheme with practi 
reat in between. he ts: also co@ 
watching (he stam pressor 
When the fire needs 10 be stim 
an eye on the supply of co ib 
engine Cor conserving whichil 
a bonus). and all the whi 
arduously under extremely 

Since firemen Ti 
of time cvalve into engme t | 
is (Tue normal for @ fren i 
lke dover m siehting (he sig 
Phe ‘rest’ of ight outs thing 
afler Shout seventecn hour? 


CONCIUONS. 
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ear hardly be called ‘rest’, as lt 
clieh spent in oul-stangn® 
rooms, These runmng roomemy 
beyond imagination, poorly G 
and as different sets of omm 
coring in at odd hours, one Gil 
eet the type of rest’ thal omg 
eet before the next spell of duly 
result is fatigue, an important 
Duting factor to accidents ofm 
we have had ii recent mont 
the drivers passed: the dang 
and crashed into ‘stationary 
The hours of duty of the ang 
are reckoned ip ihe same mie 
those Of the firemen, and 
luck of unity tnd class conmagl 
that kept them out of the repel 
[he role played by tig 
Pedvration vis-t-vis the ‘ttl 
Dakshina Ratway Employ 
shows how “progressivey 
aré not averse to making Oa 
the authorities if they can Kinga 
rival union in the process, 
ial stupid in blame the Railway 
for precipitating the strike 
plotting these inter-union Ty 
that was only &) be expected 
disturbing feature of the recoil 
has been the deploying of unl 
Tercritonm Army to carry ci 
tions of the striking firemen 
well known, the railway stilt 
cruited in laree number fora 
the Fermitorial Army, the om 
ing bere that they woultg 
lo assume jobs in an ener 
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fom Of the Territorial Army, 
an feacu ifite service, Ciumatl fe- 
lcdieamply, ven though in this 
enn my were employed as virtual 
iOt fieerakers. Any selbrespecting 
fure maipleyes would hencetarward 
at MEO yolunteerme for service in 
calwny linkk of the Jerritonal 
istiindoe ii any furure strike bis ser- 
Gan be requisitioned ueainst his 
Himes. Che chances are that 
mild be o slackening off of en- 
fin the TA, and if. in the case 
fm emernvency, the railway au- 
Sind even, units of the Verri- 
Amy inadequate to man the 
m they will. huve only their 

eile! stileey to thank, 
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Caleutta Diary 
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(NE of the results of the much 
vaunted policy Of a mixéd eco- 
nomy in India hes been commerciali 
zation af Government departments. 
lake the Depariment of information 
atid Broadcasting Listeners tO the 
Vividh Bharati programme im Calcutta 
were quilé agreeably surprised to find 
ater (Ne recetit chatiges m wavelengths 
thal the stabon was nOw compatalive- 
ly qinte strong atid a lairly good recep- 
On was posse. bor YCars STCe 
is-ingepron the Vividh Boorati station 
in Calcutta hud been u very weak sta- 
licn, Even Peking Radio, without 
benefit of American or other Western 
KnOW-Now, Was (jute clear despite wal} 
that distance. Bur with Vividh Bha- 
rali during & car trip it was possible 
i) gel a sirOng signa) near Dum Lum 
but as we proceeded down south, it 
tetamie less und less strong and ulti- 
mately it faded owt completely near 
the Lukes. 

That the Government of India has 
ultimately, decided to do some justice 
ro the Vividh Bharati station is all to 
the good. But what is sad ts the rea- 
sop behind the change. immedckdtely 
after the change comes the news that 
from October commercial services are 
come tO be introduced, Obviously 
the advertisers have (Glad the Goverm- 
ment that they are not going (© give 
ie station comes 

What could not 


any business unless 
Gn clear and strong, 
be done for years hes come about 
quite casily now just to. caler lo 
the needs of business, So much for 
ihe people and the professed Congress 
Ain) Ol a socialistic patlern of society, 

Along with the mythical circolar 
rUuWway, u betler water stippl) and 
drainage xystem and a host of other 
things, Calcutta will have to do with- 
Out television for some time more, ac- 
cording to Téports. This.is not some- 
thine for whieh the average Calcutta 
citizen is comme to lose his sleep. Like 
the small cur, television is not within 
ihe means ef any but the elite of socie- 
ty, However, the reason for giving 
Calcutts and the other big cities the 


KAPUR 


go-by for the present im preference to 
Sripagar is what is noteworthy, Lele- 
vision in New Delhi of course was in- 
ovitable, granted our present rulers. 
With all the foreign t¢mbassics and 
visiting dignituries iL was a question 
of ‘fuce.” The reason for having it 
in Srinugar is quite another, This is to 
pander to the tastes of foreign tourists 
and may he their counterparts in 
india. No doubt the programmes will 
be Grienied: to this end, forgetting that 
ne country has built up ifs tourist at- 
lrachon by trying to give the foreigner 
what he is used to at home. What most 
tourisis hunger for is a taste ol sonme- 
thing different and truly representative 
Of the country [hey vss, 

All in all, however, ut may be a 
good thing if the scheme for bringing 
television fo Calcutta 1s dropped, pro 
vided the amount of Ks. T crore car- 
marked for this is allotted for’ éusini 
some of the problems of the citizens, 
But, perhaps that is a fond hope. 


* ~ 


There is such a thing as Tashkent 
and another called the Code of Con- 
duct for All India Radio talks, But 
judging from the commentaries broad- 
cast from the Calcutta station of All 
India Radio these are only for nomi- 
officials, paid employees of Government 
not being bound by any restraints. 
Otherwise tf would be difficult to ex- 
phawt things, 

The Pukistan] Government with the 
lemon-srowme General Ayub Khan 
ai ats head js hardly composed ol! 
saints but there is no reason why we 
should go out of Gur way to provide 
grist to ther mills: The attempts to 
link India with the so-called conspiracy 
of Sheikh Majibur Rehman und others 
are laughable if not for any other rea- 
son ‘than for the fact that such an ac- 
tive policy is beyond our present rulers, 
But m their aliempts to show ‘tha 
India is keer to disintexrale Pakistan, 
unfortunat¢ly we are Ourselves provid 
ing the material, thus helping the rulers 
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of Pakistan wth false excuses for cru- 
shing the democratic movements. In 
this the Calcutta station of All India 
Radio is playing a big part. 

Day in and day out a news com- 
mentator of the station harps on the 
essential unity of the two Bengals and 
their people. What purpose is to be 
served by such propaganda is difficult 
uw understand. Once we have accept- 
ed the formation of Pakistan as a se- 
parate entity whether we like it or not, 
they are entitled to be what they like. 
When different States in India are 
themselves vociferous Over their right 
to live their own lives, this is bound 
to sound as malicious. Moreover, 
East Bengal and West Bengal always 
had essential differences which can 
haye only been enhanced beyond all 
measure ow. 

In all this Tagore and the Pakistani 
rulers’ campaign against his songs 
and writings have become a handy 
tool, Resentment ut anything show- 
ing disrespect 10 Tagore will na doubt 
be instinctive in West Bengal and 
India too. But it is worse than use- 
less to be carried! away by Our emo- 
tions in this respect. We should not 
forget that this is an ideological war 
which only the people of Pakistan, 
particularly East Pakistan, must fight. 
And from what we know they have 
been and are still fighting staunchly. 
Why can we not let them fight it out 
with their rulers? It may be worth 
remembering at this stave that Tagore, 
vencrated now, had to struggle hard 
to gain recognition and acceptance of 
his ideas, and slanders agaist him 
found a ready ear in certain sections of 
Bengali society. And out own record 
in looking ufter national figures is not 
very bright, Tagore at least shoul! 
be kept out of the cold war with 
Pakistan. 


ot fe 


And now it is the turn of the Cor- 
poration officers to join in the mutual 
mud-slinging game that is the Calcutta 
Corporation. The officers have charged 
the councillors who contro) the Cor- 
poration of ‘systematically and delr- 
berately, tryirig to make the officers a 
scapegoat for all the evils and short- 
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conings’. While Corporation  offi- 
ciils are not all that: blameless as they 
are trying to make out, they do have 
a plausible case. The mess ts the crea- 
tion of the councillors and to pul all 
the blame on the officers is just to 
evade responsibility. The suggestion 
Of the officers that the policy-makers 
should either take up responsibility 
directly or be stopped from making 
‘irrelevant, mcorrect verbose and poli- 
tically motivated statemerits’ ts not 
likely to be acceptable to those con-~ 
cerned. If that were done, the Cor 
poration would lose its raison etre. 
But by now the officers should know it. 
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Killed by Kindness is mol just un 
empty phrase, According to tradition, 
certain wealthy gentlemen who believ- 
ed that piety would come to them if 
they could sacrifice a few Brahmins, 
enticed the padr victims by offering 
more and more money for eating & 
little more, ultimately leading to their 
doom. 

In Mizoland where what is happen- 
ing is anybody's guess, three children 
died, some more were injured, u house 
was destroyed and a Church damaged, 
all by food dropped oul of kindness 
by the Indian Air Force, Accarding 
to the report, the Commissioner of 
Cachur immediately rushed to the 
place to evacuate the injured and visit 
the bereaved family. The Rs. 64,000 
question which remains unanswered is 
this: Uf the place, Darlawny, could be 
sO easily reached by helicopter why 
in the first imstance Was it necessary 
to drop the food from the helicopter 
instead of its Janding and handing 
over the supplies? Or ts it that the 
food that killed wag really meant for 
some other place? Or is the Air 
Force just hayitig practice drops? 
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Irked. by the management's failure 
ly meet their just demands and the 
growing nepotism, some workers im @ 
chemical factory have framed their 
own “Laws of Success” and mailed 
them to the directors and executives. 
Already these pamphlets have become 
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something of a collector's picga 
are some of the “Laws of Su 

Try to gain access to they 
tors) homes and rium erm 
their wives. 

(If you are a relative ob@ 
the directors this is of oo 
necessary ). 

Mout all instructions ani) 
Thereby the directors and ogg 
will think you have initiate 

If you are a jumor om Malin 
manage to ger hold of a care Pranctiar 
own name anyhow, Go oy aMmiste 
office hours and have a few deesent 
You won't have to po ff ween 
AAT is very near, There i =| a 
find all the directors and exeuiiiiai h 
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course 

PLY « professional speculator will 
and jae dure to wuger on whether the 
lexccumepper stake will have ended when 
jative, am lies appear im print. The horse- 
r oxcdmmein New Delhi has made it 
cur ing WM clear that the Union Labour 


fe has decided! to remain for the 
Moan onlooker in the strugele 

newspaper employers and 
Ten-journalist. employees.. Mr 
as promised Parliament to en- 
Me arena jater on; which means 
be quite confortable fur some 
lis ringside seat, In the last 
its ihe question of iInplementa- 
Mike recommendations of the 
fiatd for non-jourvalists has 
background und the 


oot a 
ew cpl 
far. 7 
= youl 
execu 


ai 
ENG 
whats 


meu ty the 
Met has come to the fore, It 
Ws the employers do not mind 
elect to the Wage -board award, 
OM fiully, at least an a scale much 
er that what they had previously 
mae, If this vesture was made 
Dime, the strike would perhaps 
Phen avoided, But that would 
live gained the employers thei 
ilive 
Mr inderstandable 
Paper employers have a nore 
a «Altitude towards the All- 
fm Federation of Working Journa- 
& They are prepared to negotiate 
pthe journalsts at the national 
They have done so in the 
bi even now when the current 
ie over the award of the journa- 
Pivage board is resolved, the settle- 
M will be on the national level. 
Piley ure not prepared to extend 
Swesture 10 ‘Non-journalists and 
Pitsisting On negotiations at unit 
Ms their argument is that the finan- 
psapacities of the newspapers vary, 
Pwiat nay be within the means of 
tmt may be beyond another’s. 
he argument, if mot captious, 
M held against the journdlists 
and 1 14 reasonable to assume 
Pi the newspapers are in a posi- 
HW implement the pay scales of 


reasons the 
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journalists On thé national level, they 
can fave no insurmountable difficulty 
In following a similar course in the 
case of non-journalists, The mon-jour- 
nalists have demanded nothing more 
than that. In insisting on a setile- 
ment on the national leyel. they have 
displayed a rare sense of solidarity; 
for in the biggest units the employees 
would possibly have pained more 
hrough unit-level negotiations, though 
that would have been the death of 
the Federation, 

Ik 1§ cunous that the interest of the 
reader, who has already. been serious- 
ly affected by the strike and is likely 
to be more so, is not being mentioned 
adiall. Jor the tine being he has been 
forced to take leave of his personal 
preference and subscribe a paper which 
he would have gone without if he were 
ree fo exercise his option, There js 
now « strike in The Hindw also, and 
the only big paper to remain unaffected 
is Caléutta’s Amrita Bazar Patria. 
Now that it has to cater for the com 
bined readership of three papers in the 
eastern region it is unable to give 
adequate attention to its contents, — It 
is wholly absorbed. in the task of prin- 
ling as any copies as possible, all. its 
attenuion being directed towards retain- 
ing a part of the emergency circulation, 
lt has started publishing “facts” about 
itself and reports of suryeys conducted 
by ummamed agencies, which is perhaps 
nalural in the circumstances. The 
story can be no different in other re- 
gins also. though one would hope thar 
papers in other centres are being more 
circumspect in consolidating the ad- 
vuntaye that chance has thrown in 
their -way. 

Whoever wins in the present tussle 
there is no doubt that the additional 
burden that will devolve on newspapers 
is going to be passed on te readers anil 
advertisers: The Bombay edition of 
The Times of India has already been 
priced at 20 paise und even before 
the present dispute had come to a 
head some other papers: were toying 
with the idea of following snit, All 
papers raised their advertisement rates 
about a year ago, and it is reported 
that there is a proposal to raise the 
rates further, The resérvations which 
some of the units might have had 


about these proposals appear to have 
been croded by the current crisis, It 
is Only a question of time when news- 
paper prices and advertisement rates 
aré going WwW be enharced. 

It is NOt dificult for big newscapers 
lo enforce a joint decision to Taise 
their prices, The readers invay résent 
Ht but they cannot eo without their 
papers, Bul raismp the advertisement 
rates is g@ more difficult task. The 
Government js still the single Idrgest 
advertiser, and the newspaper pro- 
pnetors would have fo secure its con- 
sent before they decide fo enforce the 
decision. The recent meeting between 
employers’ representatives and the 
Union Information Minister is signi- 
icant. Lt is. quite likely that a deal 
will be struck so ‘that the empliyees 
may be satished but the employers may 
mot be the povrer for it. 


“Cabinet Differences” 

No event of any significance can be 
complete now without a story of diff 
crences in the Union Cabinet over how 
the situation has to be met. The 
newspaper strike is no exception, It 
is stated that Mr Morarji Desai and 
Mr Chayan are in favour of an inme- 
diate séttement, though they are not 
quite clear on how the Government 
should go about it. On the other hand, 
Mrs Indira Gandhi would like’ the 
dispute to finger, not beewuse she has 
excessive sympathy for ¢ither of the 
disputing (parties but for the simple 
reason that the sirike has boosted. the 
sale of the newly started Deihi edition 
of National Herald, which proudly pro- 
claims that it was founded by Jawahar- 
lal Nehru. ‘The strike has eliminated 
all competition, and if it continues: the 
paper will have ‘an opportunity to 
build wp some circulation. 

Among the few papers that are still 
being published, Pasriog Was thought 
the strike 4vorth an editdrial. The 
paper is reported 10 have implemerited 
the awards of the two wage boards. 
in any event, it would nor have bean 
affected by the strike as it does not 
belong to the top three classes of 
newsipapers, The paper says that the 
strike ig an Opportunity for the Goy- 
emiment to take a second look at the 
newspaper industry anc start initiating 





moves to free a section of the Press 
from we hold of a group of monope- 
lists. who have corrupled i for the 
last two decades and make it a wea- 
pon to defend its petty interests, The 
exclusion of newspapers with less 
revenue from the strike proves that the 
workers are mot unreasonable and 
reuljse the difficulties that some of 
the managements experience owing to 
continuing crise im the costs of pro- 
duction. Such rise can be compensa- 
ted and all managenients be in a posi- 
tion to pay their employees fair wages 
without running pernodically mt dith- 
culties only if some reorganisation of 
the whole industry is attompted. As 
the industrial giants who Own most of 
the newspapers m the first three groups 
will not do this voluntarily, the Gov- 
ernment itself should do it, asserting 
that the Press is a factor in our demo- 
cratic public life that cannot be en- 
tirely lefl to the mercy of monopolists. 
The difficulties faced by the newspapers 
with lower yvevenues do nor arise 
through lack Of readership. Two im- 
portant reasons that make them vul- 
nerable are the Government's news- 
print policy and its total indifference 
to how it is utilised by the richest 
section of the newspaper industry. A 
newsprint policy which does not im- 
pose cerlain proportions of space used 
for advertisement and readimg respect- 
ively has helped the industrialist hous- 
es that own these papers to make 
them sourees of gonsiderable profit 
while they are also used to blackmail 
Or cujole selected enemics or friends 
in the Government sand at influential 
levels of political life. The exposute 
of malpructices in the case of two of 
ihe newspaper-Owning industrialists is 
emdugh excuse for the Government to 
go into the structure of the Press and 
try to find out ways and means to 
make it a vehicle of democracy rather 
than One more source of national 
copruplion. 
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Revolution : Peking, Paris’ 


By A CORRESPONDENT 


“JNE resolt of the widespread stu- 
ent movement that engulfed the 
West, particularly the spring thunder 
over Paris, is that some Wester ob- 
servers are now taking a second look 
at the Chinese Cultoral Revolaton, so 
lone castigated as ‘power-struggle’, 
‘civil war’, “war of suevession” and 
what not, Paul Johnson, editor of 
New Stutesplan, orypucally noted unat 
after the events of Paris “Muo's mad- 
ness’ ‘seemed to be common sense: 
Cultural Revolution, in the sense used 
by the Chinese, can, however, take 
place only after the establishment of 
a new social order. So any comparison 
between the Chinese Cultural Revolu- 
tion and the May upsurge in Paris js 
bound to be misleading. But the term 
Cultural Revolution is being used fre- 
quenily to express the desire for doing 
away will the old institutions, particu- 
larly in the realm of education. In 
this sense the attempt of the French 
students to Overthrow outmoded insti- 
tulions and survivals of the feudal past 
was ‘cultural revolution’ of a sort. 
And above all, between the revolutions 
of Peking und Paris several features— 
the leading role of the students, the 
student-worker alliance, the anti-bu- 
reaticratio aspect of the struggle and 
finally. the exposure of the whole edu- 
cation system tO revalutionary criti- 
cism—are strikingly common. These 
have fispired Robert Guijllaim, the 
famous Far [eastern expert, to com- 
pare and contrast the two im an 
article in Le Monde (weekly edition, 
June 6-12, 1968), The main conten- 
tion of the article ts | 
The first big problem that confront- 
ed the Maoist Cultaral Revolution was 
to continue production while making 
revolution. At a moment when the 
cvents of France show, on cértain 
pomts, striking similarities with the 
Chinese experience, it is interesting 
to stress that in the ‘final reckoning 
the Chinese workers haye made theft 
revolution without evér illeriering 
with their work for long. 
Born towards the end of 1965 the 


Cultural Revolution in fact 
with the appearance of @ 
Guards, that is. the “revoluliny 
dents who were the “detomt 
the movement: In a secon 
as in France, it embraced me 
lite class and threw the Maoist? 
lutionary rebels” into action 
tories und olives. lt ahom 
the Cultural Revolwkon meg 
of production. 

Towards the bheginnmg 
workers joined the mave 
was nol effected without a pap 
serious unrest in the enterprise 
Chinese economy wus in perl? 
the galloping increase in popt 
comntiry cannot allow its devay 
to be slowed down. But ever 
height of the storm the people 
leushed the storm returned 
aver the forces they tuew ii 
movement. At the sunie 
their action they showed (ii 
had foreseen the situation) ail 
some recipe for the Occasion 

On August 8 Mao Tse-tungat 
Central Commiittce adopt hea 
Sixteen-Point decision in Whi 
planned to sOme: extent the m 




























to come and that with an ayia 
prescicnee Of the situation thitim 


ed iteslf, Article 14 said in stim 
there might be attempts te 
revolution under the pretext a 
guarding production, but (haem 
missible. In a reverse see 
be an imperious necessity 0 
that revoluuonary upsurge @ 
lead 10 lowerme of erther 
or quality, 

When the moment arrived 
1967 these views had to be pm 


to the workers in a short fom 
formula that might seem clement 


us but it is im this that Mag 
showed his penins, knowtie i 
speaks 40 & simple folk, seng 
the power of slogans which a 
action 2& hundredfold -srrenpi 
formule was: “grasp revolutions 
hand and production in the 
Since then the huge propagal 
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fi fas been ceaselessly explain- 
Mio the workers, These two arms, 
fe and production, cannot go 
Mier the Other, ‘they said. A 


fact tonkmmeeon. which neglects production 
of the Bam suidide, But production has 
(Ohitionany ee frend, if one may Sa 50, 


Swell-led revolution, because, as 
i mt in the Sixteen Points of 
mob, it liberates at a time the 
be and the prodnétive forces: of 


“detonater 
second t 
ed the We 
Miaojes "Re 
non mn 8 
ulxo posegiimeeourse. the Cultural Revolution 
i the -prolig Miss through many other trou- 
Meee production fell to some ex- 
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ning of ~URRMAer the impact of the political 
Wwement bun Bul H cannot he said to have 
ut) periods ihe economic crisis. There 
lerprises.. TF fever bee serious or durable 


eee of work in factories or offi- 
This sector, of course, witnessed 
Siuonder, but no disaster. 


nt peril. Ga 
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Mamed contr the Chinese Cultural Re- 


and the “revolution” mm France 


threw ince jae 
ume line fare thus resemblances but also 
wed that Himgeemsimlirities, the first of which 


ma “rebels” Have not safeguarded 
ition The major difference, 
ali, consists in the fact that since 
Benning the Cultural Revolution, 
file Of some unforesecn interrup- 
Bediul not forget where it had 
mi wo. More precischy, the 
him. workers and other forces in 
jroment were awnys “teleguidad” 
fempic Who knew where they 
i Ww nd and who had behind 
me One experience in dealing with 
fies. This could oot be-said 
tie French todwy, In China the 
mie force of the student youth 
Batived force and guided by the 
ity itself, 
moder to translate the Chinese 
mie French it should be presyp- 
Hilt the French Red Guards— 
Whe! students—in their struggle 
Balteck against the established 
a? fave found an ally and leader 
head of the state—General de 
mile himself; Moregver one should 
a “de Gaulle-Mao” who, on 
Bling that the reine established by 
mit is wot certainly satisfying, is 
ii 
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ail And in order to do sp It is he 
who mvents the Cohn-Bendits and the 
moup of enrages, wishing thereby to 
hive a few and explosive arm. “They 
could also be held teacther and directed 
in the Work of destriiction and con- 
Struchon. 

A Miltterand of # Mendes-Prance 
who would be able to gam the con 
fidence of the youth in the movement 
and lead if would equally ft in well 
with Mao's model 

Where did the Cultural Revolution 


of Peking begin? Like that of the 
French, at the ufiversity, Tor the 


Chinese Revolution (especially at the 
outsel), is trily cultoral, that is, led 
by the desire to change the culture, 
the civilisation... How did it all come 
tibout in Peking University? fit 
strikingly similar (6 what happened at 
ihe Sorbonne A noisy, unending and 
confusing debate begins, unfolding uni- 
versal ideas and opmions of the youth. 
There is general and merciless. criti- 
cism of the entire. established order 
The wall magazines and wall posters, 
in addition, bring about a sort of sud- 
den ttberation of the Press.. This 
liberty of thought-is given, only to be 
canalised grudually by the experienced 
mass to- 


is 


leaders amone the student 
wards an obligatory conclusion piven 
in advince : the exclusive supremacy 
OF the thoucht of Mao. Tse-tong 

The great debate on the reform of 
sicicty concentrated af the same tinte 
on the particular problems of student 
life. Suppression of the existing sys- 
lem of examimation, overthrow of the 
outdated syllabus, dismissal or recti- 
Neation of a number of professors who 
are nothing but mandarins, admission 
of the children of workers and pea- 
sams: im erenter numbers to higher 
education—these were the main de- 
mands. little different from those ad- 
vanced by the French students. To 
the conservative people who are afrand 
of seeing examinations suspended and 
vacation prolonged. the Chinese stu- 
denis reply that the lost lessons are 
conmpensated by one creat lesson of 
politics and reyolution. 

Gradually (he effervescence spread 


from fhe Chinese universities to the 
entire nation. The ‘great criticism’ 


engulfed the whole of China. A gui- 


me in Peking was 





deline was given by Mao at the begin- 
ning of the battle which he Jaunched 
agamst (he Ossiied party apparatus led 
by and incarnated in Lin Shao-chi. The 
slogan which Mao threw at the peo- 
“eoncem yourselves 
with the affairs of the State’. The mias- 
ses which hath so long obeyed orders 
were now called upon by the old re- 
volutronary to politicalise themselves te 
the utmost and take pirt in the public 
inte. 

Who were the adversaries criticised 
in the course of the Cultural Reyolu- 
ion? In the irst pluce if was the Com 
mumst Party which wus uccused of 
following the revmionist path and be- 
being Ossified and ted hy people who 
becatne quasi-bourgeois conservatives. 
In the second place it Was the trade 
uneans. 


Students and Workers 

What was the result when the 
Chinese students wanted to carry the 
revolution into the factory lo s¢ek allies 
among the workers? Jt was almost 
the same that happened with the 
French students in the Renault factory. 
At the beginning workers. Kept them 
apart and the trade union—the only 
and official trade umon of China— 
was the first to shut the doors of the 
fuctones, It was much later and after 
some strugele thal « section cline “oul 

form a “rebel” group against the 
mandanns of the party and the wen, 
and joined with the students The 
trade umoOnists were criticised by the 
Miroists for ther “economiany”,. They 
were interested solely or prmcipally m 
material demands while considenng 
political strtgvle secondary and even 
UNnneeessary. 

In this great upheaval one of the 
major difiicnities faced by the Maoists. 
the agitating minority who altempied 
to instal a new revolutionary ordey 
was the constant disunity which raged 
Within ther ranks. However, some 
would. ask, is not “spontaneity” of the 
HMUSSES G1 phendmentn Which can be 
beneficial in course of time? No. 
the Maoists repiv that the thesis of 
“revolulionury spontaneity’ is of re- 
visioms! nature, The masses can lake 
the correc, path when they are guided 
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by the only correct theorv—the thou- 
wht of Mao Tse-tong 

The liberty that is allowed in the 
Cullimil Revolution is. the liberty with- 
in socialism. This ts why an immense 
campiien is Oreanised forthe diffusion 
Of the “Title red hook” and the 
thought it contains. Atthe same time 
there followed lone wid arduous work 
for the wrficatiom of the dispersed 
factions. The first step consisted im 
amalgamating all the “revolutionary 
rebel” groups into a single organisation. 
The second slep was fo form a “Tri- 
ole Alliance” with two other revoln- 
honey forces: anmy and old cadres 
of the party. ot least those who had 
abandoned the revisionist path and 
rallied behind Mag im the actual strug- 
gle. 

The young people—the Red Guards 


Rook Review 


and evolutionary workers—finally 
found themselves in the company of 
the old whom they had attacked—the 
old cadres who rallied round Mao 
later On. And the co-existence was not 
always easy. But the “Triple Alli- 
ance” had brought on their side the 
most powerful and least affected group 
of the country—the army, This wn- 
deulrtedly is a provisional arrangement! 
but one that will at least last Olla new 
party is rehabilitated, 

In all this, even if the French are 
not more: Chinese than one thinks, 
at least (hina tm finally nearer to the 
French than it appeared. In any case 
the Chinese Cultural Revolution of 
Peking, which so offen appeared to the 
French to be an enigma, at last scems 
much more intelligible in the fight of 
the events in France. 


Sierra Maestra To Bolivia 


KAJATL SEN 


HE triimpbal entry of Fidel Cas- 
lrovand his comrades of the 
Sierra Maestra into Huvana in carly 
1959 and the establishmont of & sacial- 
ist Stute in Cubu have been one of the 
most important events in the last ten 
years. Important, not only because 
they constituled a severe challenge to 
Amencan itmperaiism. which trad til 
then the entire Latin America riled 
by puppet rulers, under its thumb but 
alsa because the triumph of the Cuban 
rebel amy brought ew hopes th 
freedony fighters elsewhere, particularly 
in South-East Asia, in Viomnam, 

The Cuban revolution has: also rais- 
ed) many questions, the most important 
of which! ia perhaps. the role tradition- 
a] Communist parties can periorm in 
the task of liberating a country, Should 
one continue with the democratic 
strugeies, Wait for the objective condi- 
Hons to fipen and then launch the final 
assault Or are objective conditions in 
underdeveloped and  semi-colontal 
countries already favourable for an 
armed uprising? The Cuban reyolu- 
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tion by causing these questions to be 
raised has made a definite contribution 
1 the various liberation movements 
The questions invariably bring up 
the name and ideas of a man wito had 
very définife: views. on the subject, 
Ernesto (Che Guevara, the Argentina- 
bom doetor who joined Castro in 
Mexico, bourded the “Granma’, landed 
with other Cuban freeslom fighters in 
Cuba, fought ayainst the Batista regime 
lor three years in the Sierra Maestra, 
became a Minister in the revolutionary 
Government of Castro and then reljn- 
quished everything in mid-1965 to 
conduct liberation movements im other 
South American countries. For the 
next two years ove heard little of Che 
and tus activities: were shrouded im 
mvstery—speculations were rife about 
his whereabouts and a Calcutta 
daily even reported that he was in 
Viehham—anontil Octeber 1967 when 
he was captured in Bolivia by Barnen- 
tos troops and executed. In a remark- 
able broadcast to the nation in Havana, 
Fidel Castro himself confirmed his 








B the role 
Beoles ancl. | 
ing Comm 


death and the world learmt off 
pians to liberate Bolivia and) 
there the entire South Americal 
tinent through guerilla warhangy 
Cuba. WTG thie india 

Two books® by Che have me ibe < 
published since then which gi miughou! tii 
4 graphic account of the dave D eg heh 
Sierra Maestra, and of those) his “plan 
Bolivian jungles between Nove =)... 
1906 ae October /, 190/—aig ie ecco 
before he was captured. Introdiias, party, 
to both the books are by Fidel : hi melt ih 
While the former speaks of a sim bership nf t 
movement the Diary ends abrupt, jirtl 
the movement just about fo orp “ ing rep 
Of course one has 10 reason RS i xt 
the American Press comments aie purty: 
diary tells. the tale of a bDIUNdCO, <i 
Diary might yel prove to havegl ro eitins 
record the initial days of a SiS 
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: | Hi ve NOT | 
movement, provided, as Che q Be infrocun 


4 


had said, “this our batlle cag 
some receplive car, Wat anole be hwvine 
streich oul lo take up weapon | tS 
that other men come forwurd conque 
out the funeral dirge with the MR at the 
of machine euns ond new cne x csi 
battlh: and victory”. ary of 

That of course is yet to be, ARB Gian c 
lime being and for future cewm viyeen  f; 
arics {4 take lessons the two bog Hstunce, ; 
there to tell of the hard Ife ay Americ 
guerilla, Apart from phystcdl Shes vet. 
Hens which often also affeet Mids fic 
the guerilla has also to fac the C 
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dangers, milinty defections, TS YF wou 
Kemunisences, Che lays down : wo UNIT 
cardinal principles which 2 (ie y kine 


should stnctiy adhere to : hu i evan ci 
be suspicious of all, should neven 

under a roof and should alwayaa 
the move until a zone has 
hberated, 


Rierest, to 
Mm fe CTT 
Araditions! 


ot | me the Vv 
Being in the nature of & fm Pre qualr 
and not always exciting, eg Bavernme 


would not be interesting to {hog 
expect tales of daring deeds anil 
adventure, The interest pyiti 
centres round the way the nove 
was conducted, the relation ta 
the guerilla and the people mm 


ioeesscd! 
Biribser's nn 
Bed furve 

ithe two 
: ibe Nu 
Ame cunn: 


* Reminiscetices’ of the Cubang ay i 
lationary Wer (George Allen Gil 4 “d i 
—#2sh.) and the Dinry ae “4 Birr 
(National Book Aweniny (Pig ey miitc 
tes gents Bay. muc 
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pry 


\Onae 
olg 


i indian rcader the latter 


mvinic 


arse humbers merely for 


mle of urban democratic 


Hand, in the Diary, the role of 
PComimunist parties. 


mit Opposition 
point 
Phe 3 of piriculnr  (iferest 
mut his stay in Bolivia, Che 
eneit the constant opposition 
plats by the Bolivian 
Mist party chief, Maria’ Monje, 
Pgroup, Monje, as Secretary 
party, always tried to capture 
Hell tite et and military 
Bp of the movement thouch he 
Witte experjence of either. 
My repeated difierences, Monje 
the extent of creatuig R division 
party and repeatedly thwarted 
Micmpts to recruit more and 
Prilias—in fact at no time. did 
more than 50 people with him: 


mriinetion to the Diary Castro 


Pasticates eas and his frien- 
: "nol even surpassed the 
monilist, level of the aboriginal 
Inivered by pee 

ihe time of the conquest”, 


cOlo- 


Bieynra complams throughout 


Wool the lack of contact with 


iwin capital of La Paz and the 


me from whom he expected 
me His exasperation with the 
mmerican parties: becomes 
Mreferring to a Budapest daily 
mud criticized him and had 
me Chilean. party Che says, 
WWould like to take power if 
Piiimask cowards and lackevs 
kind and cub their noses jn 
Wn dirty tricks”, (The point 

10 the Indian reader should 


Bcomparison of the role played 
Giinw parties there and at home 


the Marxist Communist Party 
aims in continuing to stay in 
fent which bad ruthlessly 
da movement led by its own 
mand which till today has ox- 
criti- 
Bm vetershin’s action in dealing 
PNoxalbari situation. ) 
einnet think of the Bolivian 
ecte Guevara and not be re- 
Pat Regie Debray who ifs: at 
ing 2 30-year term in La 
lprisingly enough Che does 
Pach of Debray except occa- 
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evid- 
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Ag 
dis- 


referetices to his case. 

note can also be 
cerned in ane  statenient, when 
he says, “the statements made by 
Debray and Pelado are mot. good ; 
espectally it that they have made a 
confession about the intercontinental 
purpose Of the guerrilla, something 
they did not have to de”. Of course 
tus alone should not make one believe 
the American Press reports that it was 
Debray who had, on being tortured by 
Boltvian troops, given out Che's: hide- 
out. 


Both in 


sional 
irritated 


Keminiscinces. Of the 
Ciban Revolutionary War -and the 
Biary one a clear idea of the 
courage and determination of the man. 
“A doctor by profession he took up 
arms in the midst of battles in the 
sierra Maestra, rising to the tanks of 
Majer in the rebel army. His suffer- 
ing in thase difficule days was all the 
more intense because of the severe 
asthma which pestered him throughout 
his life. Yet, never for a moment in 
the Diary does he sound desperate: 
Qn the contrary he always praises 
his cOmfades and records in detail their 
birth dates. In this context one can- 
not help recalling his words, “the true 
revolutionary is moved by strong feél- 
ings Of love”, and his letter to ‘his 
parents written shortly before he left 
Cuba: “T have loved you. yery much, 
only I havent known how: to express 
ary fondness. 1 am.extremely rigid in 
my actions and T think that sometimes 
vou didn’t understand me”, and then, 
“Now a will which I have polished with 
delight i is Pome {0 stistain some shaky 
ees and someé weary lungs. T will do 
it” 

The sudden departure of Guevara 
rom Cuba had caused many to. suggest 
serigus differences Of opinion with 
Castro, Thete might have been some 
truth im that it might have been that 
the revolutionary Che found it difficult 
to adjust himself to the task ef consoll- 
dation which often brings in its wake 
compromises which one has to make. 
ln a letter to Fidel Castro before leav- 
ing Cuba Che says, “My only serious 
failing was not having trustéd more in 
you from the first momentsof the Sier- 
ra Maestra and not having understood 
quickly enough your qualities ‘as a 


the 


Lets 


i‘ 


leader and a revolutionary”. Continu- 
ing he says, “Rarely has a statesman 
been more brilliant than you in those 
days (the days of the Caribbean 
crisis)", 

Yet the question remains: was Che 
Guevara merely uo adventurist, a 
ramanticist ? Critics, among them um- 
fortunately’ many communists, seem 1 
believe that nothing suceeeds like suc- 
cess, The going was good in’ Cuba, 
since is: capture and execution in 
Bolivia many have suggested that ris 
approach Was wrong. In reply one 
can only quote Che who. was himself 
conscious of the criticisms : “Many will 
call me: an adventurer—and that I am 
only of a different sort—one: of those 
who risks his skin (0 prove his plati 
tudes”. And that, one feels, 4s 
important. 
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O'Neill In Bengali 
RopRAPRASAD SEN GUPTA 


ADAPTATION IN is a generally more 
4 acceptable method than transla- 
tion if one warts to produce a foreign 
playin Bengali,, There are, however, 
plays which may not bear adaptation 
at all and im such casés, one has to 
produce a translation, Emperor Jones 
according Mr Kamal Majumdar, direct- 
tor of the Children’s Opera Group 
who produced it is-one such play. One 
can accept this view provided Mr 
Majumdar solves certain inherent prob- 


lema regarding the production of 
Bengali translations. The spectator 
may willingly, suspend his disbelief 
when he sees a white man of 


a Negro made up and dressed im 
their own mamntier, speaking Bengali. 
But the bone of contention remains— 
unless the language in so ordered and 
arranged that the characters speak it 
easily, understandably and unjarringly. 

In this play, that problem has remain- 
ed unsolved. The syntax largely ali- 
enates ws. the slurred, aspirated and 
heavily accentuated Sane of the 
literally translated lines always pre- 
vertts the formation of images that 
words are expected to. do. This fore- 
ien mode of detiverins the native lan- 
eunge largely impairs vocal acting 

aswell ag the total impact of the pro- 
duction, Now about certain other 
baffling aspects of the production. 
Why, for example, are the two charac- 

ters made to look so young and boyish? 
Shouldn't the director have altogether 
done away with the idea of make-up 
and used masks instead? But since 
lic does not object to the convention 
af making up the characters, why does 
he flout the specific direction of the 
text and present us with a Smithers 
and a Jones as {wo leen-agers ? Again 
the scope of music could be far greater 
in this play ; the vital role of the gra- 
dually mounting tomtom-beating has 
been utterly neglected. 

These attitudinal and productional 
lupes in Emperor Jones may certain- 
ly alienate an average playgoer and 
make him indifferent to some features 
of the performance. The utter dis- 
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regard of naturalistic lechniques of 
production is one such point. This 
defiance informs the total production, 
particularly the decor, the choreogra- 
phy and the physical acting. Which 
helps one to realize that the Bengalis, 
traditionally rich in imaginative utder- 
standing, are losing much of their 
theatrical receptivity owing to the 
supremacy of naturalism. Mr Majam- 
dar, in the tackling of his decor, 
seems to be conscious of this predica- 
ment and tries to atone for his fellow- 
practitioners by building up a palace 
with just a banner and a chair and 
by suggesting a forest with the help 
of a creeper-tied stool. In the choreo- 
eraphy, operatic delicacy and preci- 
sion Have been observed. And the 
emphasis ‘on plrysical acting is Jaud- 
able; Considering that there are a 
ood many actors in this country who 
do not know what to do with their 
hands, the actors in Emperor Jones 
make a ‘good job with their physique. 
With sustained hallet-like movements, 
mimetic actions and gestural meta- 
phors, the players succeed in Serving 
many movements of fascination, 

To come back to the original point, 
The case for Emperor Jones in Ben- 
gali is vitiafted ab initio, A play lite- 
rally translated into Bengali from 
English can never yield the fullest 
meaning, nor can it ever be a periect 
production even if Kamal Mazumdar, 
who did such a job with Laksrtaner 
Shaktishel, ts the director. 
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MEMaria And Bathsheba:! 


ja 


mig | 


MRIGANKA SEKHAR RAY 


IN Viva Maria Louis Malle has gone 

back to his Zazia tratlition of 'ilm- 
making in a mood of inspired mayhem, 
packing the film with inventive gags and 
pleasing fancies. It is the story of 
two Matias, one an Irish anarchist 
arm? another a dancer in the road-show 
who, after their accidental meeting, 
are: Involved 10 revolutionary adven- 
tures in Mexican Rtiritania. Toge- 
ther they encounter the striptease 
hungry mob, one-night suitors, patrio- 
tic masses, monstrous dictators and a 
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to sparkle on its own meni 































































































devilish clergy and together they 


thieir admirers, wit over the ow. 


y talents 
and defeat the villains. ee Besos 
halves of a single personality, Ge 

i of th 


plementing the other. Mu 
(Jeanne Moreau) whispers ig 
codings of love into her apt 
while Maria I] (Brigette _ Til 
fuse her revoludionary fer 
the hihthearted cometiontiell 
step into Maulic’s world, theta 
acts and the revolution beoqme 
of a road-show on a eratid Soom 
tre and life intermingle, Thg 
maddening and Dacae's East am * 
photography, with its beauttiil ost the 
tion of landscapes and its cleverly 27 
effects creating the multiple i Dia: ut 
nwo Matiss, is outstanding, Hae Dist: 
messave is never thrust upod (iiBWwellis 


treat th 
ork 
rl 


Wiers 


trtors, It gently touches their Tt unsk 

the tender melody of o Gi Rapu 

yin, Be aeaty 
spans ab aiaptation of TEAC 


Fl: ardy': 2 Far hrom The Madang LO 
is the portrait of Bathsheta, as he 
with stormy passiOns creatingy Bitrain 


‘a the lives of men who fale ETL 
She breaks the shell. of misiga bot 
William Boldwood, is attractdy 
carnal just in Sergeant Troyes 
finally calmed by the unsellit 
of Gabriel, a Tove, as Hardy 
it, “which many waters cannon i 
nor floods drown. ia Ne biker's 
tries hard to capture the te 
Hardy's original but in his sind 
tion to the literary source, Ty) 
his alleeiance to his own meghil 
result is a highly literary flag 
to the eore, but never lively; 
Aprol 
tor (J 
boric 
mu, b 


singer allempts {to convey § 
emphasis on the ‘relationships 
man and sature in a most tid 
way and in his film nature mal 


BOT) 


ae. 
the extreme lang-shorts of 9  ; 
over which the camera conimiiin ~ 
almost noo-stop pliding. i , 

the ‘. im ei 


tor fails to find the proper Visi 
valerits to the novelist’s podtid) 
and Hardy's fanrous puthetig) 


Bait. aly 


becomes mere childish | senuim Sy 
we have the image of raindrop 

on Fanny's colfin or raging a 

the mirror of surging pial ! 
Bathsheba wading througi You 
eaves ay the symbol of desemi _ 
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° A sophisticated and Treason. 
x Boiled film-maker like Schlesin- 
one qld anderstand that to retain the 
ind Site original the best way i 


Hethe busic maternal as only 4 
irk and to evolve the thing 


crs i 
whe language of uc emema, 


rdot} 
sar 7 
Ag 
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Doctors 


dixmuyod to read the tirade 
Mie doctors in the Calcutta Diary 
p27, if the medical profession 


wu Pimprincipled as described by 

farst, would it improve itself 
| the Hite its ranks. by uneducated 
heart#aiokiiied people? Presumably, 


Soar is not against the profession 


Bult thelr educanenal back- 
THEE Tam iuite sore that if called 
line Weinprove the purity of tap 
, 4 ae would prescribe its dilution 
ting en WHler, 
iil fo mudees the doctor his commis- 


Mis silent about the 15% pay 
privaty practice. He poms 
Mi tibortion by qualified doctors; 


(te EE ral 
Ted ie 


my wf 


elfish al Phe would prefer it being done 
y dest jualified shortionisis. He 1s 
not femed about the would-be 


es salety, Such 1s spite, 
P, BHATTACHARYYA. (Mrs) 
Kenduadilnt, Bankura 


Schiles 

teriipe 
blind | 
_ he 


edi unis aly. 
lina, fa Boring 
fely cf 


monng Mr WN. Bhattacharya’s 


seit. ma elas : 
BUuly 27), politics is undoubted- 


FRONTIER 


is not at all praiseworthy, So tw get 

a strong foothold in the minds of the 

enlightened public, Frontier should 

bring the literary section mto promi- 
nenee 

SAMARESH CH: BASU 

Calcutta 


The Diary 


The vivid description im the Calcutta 
Diary of August 3 of the lol of a 
Beggali gil of 4 typical muddle-class 
family. uprooted from East Bengal is 
us touching as il is true. Kkach of 
us, us Charan Gupta wishes, should 
unzrudgingly fulfil our social obliga- 
Hons. Occasional “airing of purt- 
lime sentiments” won't do; what is 
urgently needed today is to do some- 
Uimg material so thal a poor, decay- 
ing family may be properly rehabilita- 
ted and: the girl given due social re- 
COSTIION, 

Writings like this “Diary” and 
“Bengali Love: Made in England” 
(by My N, Majumder, May.25) pro- 
vide the Gases in the desert of politics 
in frontier. 

PRANAB SANKAR Roy 
barasat 


The Split 
“A reader” in his letter (July 13) 


has used the usual Communist jargon 
Polemics need 
not be shunsed nor splits feared bul 
then quoung too often and loo much 
from the seriplures does nol lead us 
anywhere, The Indian Communists of 
all sorts are adept in digging up quo- 
of their reformist 


without telling much. 


tations in defence 


On the other hand a section of the 
indian Communists does nol consider 
any Other way but Uie Chinese to build 
up urmed struggle in the villages aid 
then to encircle and occupy the Cities. 
The proictariat is far more humerous 
in) India, conimunications nich better 
developed, the bureaucracy and the 
niling class dre more ellicient and 
intelligent and, above all, the Indians 
do nol have a Mao Tse-tung. Here 
middle-class people and the students 
we likely lo phiy a more tmportant 
role, The Indian revolution may there- 
fore be a combination of both the 
Russian aod the Chitiese way, 

“A reader” has betrayed his emo- 
tion while writing about the Naxalban 
movement. The strange fact is that 
aimost everyone—whether the Union 
Government or the Naxalites or the 
Chinese—exagierated the happenings 
in Naxalbari.. It was no (political 
armed Struggle but only & pramary 
economic struggle Of the peasants. As 
long as the Government hesitated to 
use’ full police measures there was 
talk of armed strugele bul the moment 
police (and not the army ) went into 
action the movement petered out m no 
time. Naxalbari is not even glorivtis 
in iS defeat. 

It is no use blaming the CPI(M), 
It was apparent {to everybody and 
much more to the Naxalites that the 
CPL(M) had strayed away from the 
path Of armed struggle, Let us ques- 
tion ourselves as to how much we have 
contributed to the success of the Naxal- 
bari movement 

| think that Telengana and not 
Naxalbari should be the beacon fight 
for the Communists in this country, 
ANOTHER READER 
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hip my io some, especiilly to the 
kt loc Mot it is extremely stimulating 


or sectarian theories. The problems of Howrah. 


the Indian revolution are complex and 

















mo mon of the present ave who 


ITH TR , ; : 
Biive a day withivut it. 


iF vase Meweacharva pefers'to the needs It Is indeed peculiar that Comzfunists To any communist who does not 
cori tit . in tis country always find a simple believe m looking at the world through 


The sa pimplete man”, In w sense 7. igiaitis 
malete man" is a rare phenome- Temedy for all of these. Most strange the’ coloured. glass of Revisionism, the 


visual] he preds of such a man may is the volte face of the CPI(M). They splitting up of a Communist Party 
metic fe o have now become the latest cham- dominated by bourgeois (mentality 


Biv: be vseful to the incomplete 

Pwhow number is legion. 

L. K. BANERTI 
Varanasi 


hetic § 
entime 
tdrops | 
ne slog 
passion 


comes as an inevitable lustoric process 
at atime when the econoniec crisis 
all round the country poses a threat of 
revolutionary upsurge among the 
people, 


pions of the Khrushchevian theory of 
peaceful transition to socialism through 
bourgeois parliaments, Sill more 
amazing is their issuing a certificate to 


weekly deals only with politi- Kosygn aod Co to the effect: that, 


igh sci Mitiers. without paying the Jeast though revisionists, they still continue Your correspondent (July 6) seems 
poscrt im to the cultural side. This to be Communists, Poor Kautsky! to be sorry for the further break in 
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the “only radical party of the left”, 
which may, as he has apprehended, 
pul the struggle of the masses years 
amd deeudes behind, Me should have 
remembered that the history of the 
Communist Party m India has been 
a history of covering up the real strug- 
gle of the Indian people by the petty 
bourgeois motivations of the leadership 
wod that the spit in 1964 came across 
a debating table and not from any mass 
siruggalc, thus helping to dupe the rank 
and file by nidical jargon. The pre- 
sunt aplit has emerged from the 
buttleield of Naxalbiin. and not from 
the Burdwan Plenum of the CP (M). 

TARUN SEN GUPTA 

Caleutta, 


Student Indiscipline 


After the terrific broadsides from 
experts, dons and jopassioned cham- 
pions of “Student Discipline’, have you 
space for a still small voice from an 
ardinary guardian (petty clerk) 
about the MBBS exumination and the 
recent unwelcome incidents in the Vice- 
Chancellor's office? Anybody knowing 
anything about the educational world 


ponsible noises about 
are propertly the province of the Goy- 
emimetit, of the authorities. 
case, | fear, they mist brace themselves 
for yet another decade of irrtation— 
as long as the present intolerable con- 
ditions 


FRONTIER 


obscurantism. When people say: It is 
1oo carly fer you lo engage in politics, 
do not let anybody influence you, they 
really mean, do not anybody influence 
you except me and my party, Every 
historical book, every history of litera- 
ture rellects the world outlook of 11s 
author and it exerts influence on the 
feader. Therefore it is quite possible 
to iifluence an unerilightened youth 
with the auld of these so-called. texts. 
That ts the worst kind of iniluence. 
Secondly, do the professors condemn 
violence in general or the purtioulur 
oné in the Vice-Chancellors office? 
Where were they when unprecedented 
violence was perpetrated inside Ute 
college campus ‘af Utarpara on thelr 


fellow leachers ? Sane people 
get very upset whens they 
set a muddle-beaded crowd band- 
yg «together god making ires- 


matters which 


In which 


persist in this patt of the 





‘free world’. To be frank, | blame 
neither the students nor the teachers; 
we are all victims of a vicious circle. 
What ts distasteful is the air one puls 
on when humble self-criticism is called 
for, 

Our chance to infiuenge our coun- 
try for good, our chance to raise our 
standard of life, our chance to debar- 
barise Gur society, all these depend 
upon our makitig an explosion: an 
explosion of wrath against the inhuman 
conditions We live in, against the 
present inadequate attention and edu- 
cahon the teachers and children of our 
country are getting. 


of West Bengal is aware that head- 
masters and principals often submit 
incorrect reporis (rather, they have 
to) tO the Inspectors of schools and 
colleges about the state of affairs in 
their institutions in regard to the pro- 
press of study courses, payment of 
siluri¢s to the stail etc; Nor is the 
occasion rare when the University has 
not completed the courses of the post- 
graduate classes. 

If ihe students conibine love and 
study, or politics and study 1m unequal 
brapartion, so does the intellectual 
estublishment of the University—poli- 
tics (their own brand) ‘and research, 
jobbery and teaching, The uncondi- 
tional obedience of the child requires 
unconditional faultlessness in the 
teacher, Can a teacher who lmperson- 
ates not only a living collengue but 
even & dead One in the Senate ciec- 
tion claim respect. To seek in the early 
political activities of the students the 


P. ¢, DUTTA 
Dankuni, Hooghly, 


Revisionism 


Monitor's study of the current con- 
troversy between Murxism and revi- 
sionism is confined to politics alone, 
which is a pity, The revisionists, 


reot of all student. indiscipline is to who have their own philosophical 
take symptoms for causes. This apart, ‘tnderstanding put eresater #iress on 
any condemnation of political activity, the “relative” side of  dia- 


oven of early activity, is hypocrisy and 
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lectics, 1:.e., the identity of opposites, 
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than on thé “absolute” sidesy 
breaking of one ito two 
blunts ihe consuiousness of ie 
Ine class leaving il unaware of 
torical responsibility as. an/@ 
and progressive force, For@ 
revisionists uphold the politica 
colluboration, talk about thy 
the entire people, and total “9 
ity” between the basis and spy 
turé in 2 socialist society Wik 
fight between moribund 
and nascent socialism still conti 
a flercer form. Jn the field) 
ture, (00, they give up socialléfl 
do away with party coll 
the name af the “world’s bes 
tion”, they bmpert the- mos. mg 
trends, OL allen class culture? 
the progess of pollution may N 
and subtle, 

The revisionist attack on M 
is an wi-round plienomently 
nol enough to search and i 
differences: to political issues iil 
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Parents! Don’t take chances 
with young feet... . 
they have to last a lifetime! 


In Bata Liliput, you will find the correct construction and 
foot-free comfort that is best for growing young feat. Smart and 
pretty styles of supple, poraus leather mould gently to little feet. 
Full toes with plenty of grow-room, combined with a heel that 
positions the foot firmly. Flexible soles allow freedom 
™ for natural movement. In every respect, Bata Liliput is‘one of 
the most scientifically correct and comfortable shoes 
you can buy for your children, YU jie 
Come in soon and let us fitthem. "i 
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